Genius Hour

Par ent Test im onials

Genius Hour is a weekly learning time that allows
students to explore and share their own passions while
encouraging creativity in the classroom.

"BCA is still school, there are still firm requirements and
high expectations, but it allows the student to learn in an
environment that is supportive to a variety of applications
beyond textbook. The time and project management skills
being learned are going to set our son up for future
success."

Pr epar ing St udent s f or High School
Parents sometimes wonder how BCA prepares students for
high school. While the school definitely has an environment
different than parents' educational experiences, it still is
designed to prepare students for high school and beyond.
Students learn how to manage their time, develop research
skills, improve their study skills, present information, and
collaborate with others. These skill are essential for schooling
beyond high school and career readiness. The skills students
develop include:
* following a daily schedule that includes switching classes
based on the bell schedule.
* setting personal goals to improve organizational and time
management skills.
* utilizing a variety of sources to locate
information, taking high-quality notes,
and sharing information to inform
others.
* incorporating a variety of
technological resources throughout the
school day.
* working with a diverse group of people, including students,
adults, and community members.
* developing effective communication skills, including
explaining information, asking questions, providing and
receiving constructive criticism, and solving conflicts.

"I would want them to know that BCA is not a one size fits
all kind of place. There is no specific type of learner who
will excel, it is built for all types, and the advisers will get
to know the students and help them to fit what works
best for that specific student."
"Not only are they learning, but they are also learning to
work with their peers on projects. This is so valuable as
this will only benefit them as they grow in their education
and later in their professional lives."
"I appreciate the dedication and thought that each
teacher has put into BCA. They truly care about teaching
and training the next generation! "
"BCA is a school for students who enjoy learning and like
to challenge themselves."

Bayshore Community Academy (BCA) fosters a
supportive learning community within our school to
offer hands-on projects, innovative use of technology,
and a multi-age learning environment focused on
academic excellence and success in a global
community.

"I wish the BCA had been in place when my son was in
middle school. He struggled with traditional teaching
methods and staying focused in the classroom."
We welcome community involvement, especially individuals
interested in sharing information about their careers or
helping students learn new skills,
such as baking, cooking, and
craft-making.

* fostering an awareness
and understanding of
national and global
events.
* accepting mistakes and
making improvements.

Parent Testimony: "Seeing my oldest daughter excel in
different areas because of BCA has been wonderful. She
has been able to help others in high school because she
had learned so much in BCA. Her research skills are close
to, if not the same as, college level which gives her a huge
advantage in high school."

Bayshor e Com m unit y
Academ y

BCA w elcom es
all levels of
lear n er s w illin g
t o pu sh
t h em selves t o
r each t h eir f u ll
pot en t ial.

To learn more about Bayshore Community Academy, contact
us using the information listed below or visit us on Facebook.

400 Michigan Avenue
Oconto, WI 54153
920-834-7806

Gr ad es 5-8
Op en ed i n 2013
Par t of t h e Ocon t o Sch ool Di st r i ct

Bayshore Community Academy is a public charter
school opened by the Oconto School District in 2013.
It serves students in grades 5-8. Instruction is based
on the Common Core State Standards, the Wisconsin
Model Standards, and Next Generation Science
Standards. Our students participate in Wisconsin's
annual state test the Forward Exam.

Th e BCA
Lear n in g Exper ien ce
Lan gu age Ar t s an d M at h

The sense of community established within BCA
supports our diverse group of learners, encourages
creativity and innovation, and provides a learning
space for students to develop their critical thinking
and communication skills as students engage in
opportunities to work independently and
collaboratively.
Parent Testimony: "BCA provides a fantastic, structured
learning environment for Oconto students. There is a
strong focus on the student finding their way through the
work but teachers are always there to assist."

Students have grade-level language arts and math classes that meet every day, just like a traditional school. Their
lessons also include on-line assignments using IXL and Khan Academy. Instruction is intentionally designed to help
students develop skills necessary to excel in classes at the high school level.
Scien ce an d Social St u dies
BCA's curriculum for science and social studies is designed in a four-year rotation. All
content for science and social studies is covered during academic work time in the
advisory room in a multi-age setting. This is accomplished through a variety of
instructional practices including teacher-led lessons, individual research, hands-on
activities, opportunities to analyze, write, and discuss information, along with STEM
projects.
Nat ion al Hist or y Day
Every year students participate in the National History Day program. For sixth, seventh, and eighth
grade students, this includes the opportunity to conduct research at the Cofrin Library on the
campus of UW-Green Bay. They also have the opportunity to complete at the local, regional, and
national level. Last year we had one student compete at the national level. Potential project formats
include documentaries, exhibits, papers, performances, and websites. National History Day provides
a great opportunity for students to research a topic that interests them and improve their language
skills.
Academ ic Su ccess
BCA has a diverse group of learners. This includes struggling learners and some with Individual Education Plans.
We also have gifted-and-talented students. Our goal is to identify each student's strengths and weaknesses and
to help grow that student to a level where he/she feels successful.
Since opening the doors to BCA in 2013, our students have experienced a lot of success.

We are a nation of communities... a brilliant diversity
spread like stars, like a thousand points of light in a broad
and peaceful sky.
~ George H. W. Bush
Parent Testimony: "The teachers are top notch. They
are extremely dedicated to their jobs and take
personal responsibility in the success of every
individual student."

Ever y year t h e Wiscon sin Depar t m en t of In st r u ct ion r eleases a r epor t car d f or each sch ool. BCA r eceived an
over all scor e of 93.3 f or " Sign if ican t ly Exceedin g Expect at ion s." Wh en com par in g appr oxim at ely 400 m iddle
sch ools, ou r cu r r en t r epor t car d scor e (93.3) h as u s r an k ed #4 in t h e st at e (M ilw au kee Bu sin ess Jou r n al,
Novem ber 20, 2018).

Parent Testimony: "BCA is amazing and we are lucky that our kids will have the opportunity to go there. It's regular school,
but with a much needed modern makeover. It's restored my faith in the American education system."

